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1767 September 2, 1904 

to be done, and offer to furnish all material and assistance if we will 
continue and direct the work. Major Cooke offers teams, men, and 
material. We are now using one team and three men.' 

I was invited to be present and assist the ladies of Brownsville to 
organize a civic club this afternoon at the opera house. This club 
proposes to carry on the sanitary work here all summer. 

As the city has very few breeding places for mosquitoes, besides 
cisterns, barrels, and closets, I feel that active and energetic work will 
soon eradicate the stegornyia. We meet with no opposition at all among 
the Mexicans. 

As an illustration that educational work is badly needed, I will state 
that not one residence in the city has a screened door or window at 
present, outside of the garrison buildings at Fort Brown. 

Conditions at San Diego— Malarial fever in vicinity. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon MacGregor reports, through Passed 
Assistant Surgeon Richardson, as follows: 

San Diego, Tex., August 18, 1904. 

Everything in this section is favorable at the present time. 1 have 
knowledge of 1 case, however, a Mexican, aged 28, who has had fever 
for ten days. Slow pulse (68), tongue coated whitish, red border and 
pointed; develops into a case of abscess of the liver, with indications 
of tubercular trouble. The jaundiced hue of the skin and conjunctiva, 
with fever, caused some uneasiness. 

Owing to the discovery of petroleum at Benavides there is consider- 
able excitement, and many strangers are coming in from the surround- 
ing country. I inspected there yesterday and will keep watch, which 
1 consider very necessary. 

I shall probably go to Corpus Christi to-morrow to investigate con- 
ditions there. Doctor Spohn, the service representative at that place, 
has been keeping me informed of cases of sickness, but he is absent 
from home at present. 1 shall report after visiting Corpus Christi. 

August 20, 1904. 

The situation is unchanged at this point. The case mentioned in my 
report of the 18th developed an abscess of the liver, which was verified 
by exploratory puncture. 

I have urged the importance of screening all cases of fever in the 
initial stage. 

I learn that there is some increase in the cases of malarial, typhoid, 
or continued fevers in Alice. 

Doctor Burke reports, in letter received this morning, that malaria 
is again taking an upward shoot. 1 shall go to Corpus Christi this 
evening to learn further particulars. Doctor Spohn, who is absent 
from Corpus Christi, has a case of pernicious fever which I will also 
investigate. 

The malarial fever is confined to points between Corpus Christi and 
San Diego. I find little sickness between this point and Laredo. 
There seems no reason to be alarmed over present conditions in this 
section, but a careful watch is necessary owing to the influx of people 
around the Benavides oil country. 



